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"If the White House secures regulatory harmonization ... at the E.U. rather than the U.S. level, I am truly 
concerned that it would seriously undermine the constitutionally protected private property rights of U.S. 
owners," trade analyst Lawrence Kogan wrote in a paper cautioning against cooperation. 
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(CNSNews.com) - A trade analyst is raising concerns that an upcoming summit of European leaders hosted 
by President Bush may result in a rolling back of some intellectual property rights (IPR) in the United 
States. 
 
The summit, scheduled for April 30, will bring European Union leaders to the White House to address a 
host of issues, including nuclear non-proliferation, reconstruction in Iraq and Afghanistan, and 
transatlantic trade. 
 
One of the summit's goals will be finding ways to "reduce regulatory and trade barriers," according to the 
White House's February announcement of the meeting. The discussions could include intercontinental 
cooperation on intellectual property regulations. 
 
"If the White House secures regulatory harmonization ... at the E.U. rather than the U.S. level, I am truly 
concerned that it would seriously undermine the constitutionally protected private property rights of U.S. 
owners," trade analyst Lawrence Kogan wrote in a paper cautioning against cooperation. 
 
"Private U.S. intellectual property rights are under international assault by foreign governments that are 
intent upon securing transfer of U.S. scientific and technological know-how at concession rate prices," he 
said. 
 
Kogan told Cybercast News Service Friday that he doesn't think Bush has a particular interest in loosening 
American IPR regulations, but that he "is being pushed politically into considering things that he otherwise 
wouldn't have considered." 
 
He said the influence from Brussels -- the E.U. headquarters -- as well as from some Democrats in the U.S. 
Congress, is pushing the administration toward more "open source" intellectual property rules, favoring 
"shared knowledge" over private interest. 
 
"They don't have a concept of the Fifth Amendment in Europe," Kogan said, referring to the U.S. 
Constitution's amendment requiring "just compensation" for private property to be taken for public use.... 

 
 


