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In addition to lack of consumer benefits and uncontrolled exposure, citizens in rich countries today tend to disapprove of GMO foods and crops because of what they think this new technology will do to farming. In rich countries today because farmers are already highly productive (perhaps too productive, as Margaret Mellon suggests) new scientific applications that could bring still more productivity have become suspect and stigmatized. Well before GMO foods and crops came along, citizens in rich countries had already become concerned about earlier applications of modern agricultural science such as high-yielding crops grown with heavy applications of chemical fertilizers or pesticides. Citizens had come to see too much agricultural science as moving modern societies away from something they liked – traditional small-scale family farms working in harmony with nature – and instead toward a distasteful “factory farming” model that treated the growing food as just another industrial enterprise. (pp. 33-34).
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