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Family and Consumer Studies 3470-1:

INTERNATIONAL CONSUMER POLICY

(A Social and Behavioral Science General Education Course)

Thursday Evenings, 7:15 - 9:45 p.m. / Room 350 Alfred Emery Building

Instructor: Dr. Robert N. Mayer

Professor, Department of Family and Consumer Studies

228 Emery Building / 581-5771 /

Email: Robert.Mayer@fcs.utah.edu
Course Description: This course involves a whirlwind tour of globalization from the viewpoint of consumers in both more developed countries (MDCs) and less developed ones (LDCs). In terms of economic activity, globalization involves the increasing extent to which investment, production, and consumption occur without regard for national boundaries. In terms of culture, globalization usually refers to the process by which Western (or U.S.) values and lifestyles spread throughout the world, although the process of influence also flows in reverse. In terms of politics, globalization has spread democracy, but in so doing, it has also created new demands for consumer policy as well as social movements of resistance to globalization. Whether viewed in economic, culture, or political terms, globalization involves the consumer – whether through increased access to goods and services, exposure to new and complex marketplace problems, pursuit of government policies to improve consumer well-being, or protest against globalization’s effects on everyday life and local culture. 

... Course Readings

1//26 Intro to Consumer Policy

Reading #4: Margot Roosevelt, “Toxic Trade?” Time, 3/25/02, pp. B18-19.

Reading #5: Lori Wallach, Testimony on U.S. Membership in the WTO to the U.S.

House Ways and Means Committee (excerpts), 5/17/05

Reading #6: World Trade Organization, “The WTO Does NOT Dictate...” Undated

2/2 Food Safety
Reading #7: John Feffer, “Trans-Atlantic Food Fight,” The American Prospect,

May 2003, pp. 35-38

Reading: Jeremy Smith, “Lawmaking on Genetic (GMO) Food is Minefield for

EU,” USA Today, February 28, 2005

Reading #8: Lawrence A. Kogan, “Ducking the Truth About EU GM Policy,” EU

Reporter, 10/22/2004, p.6.
Reading #9: Rick Weiss, “Starved for Food,” Washington Post, July 31, 2002,

p. A12.
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