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News from the Wires  
EU REACH Adoption Likely to Trigger WTO Action 
2006-12-15 | 10:02  
 
PRINCETON, N.J., Dec. 15 /PRNewswire/ -- Barely two days ago, Europe's over-regulation-prone 
lawmaking bodies announced that the European Parliament had finally approved for adoption and 
implementation the highly controversial 'REACH' chemicals regulatory regime. Since the adoption of 
REACH is certain to have a severely negative impact on global industry and seriously undermine 
confidence in the international trading system, do Europe's governing institutions honestly believe 
that REACH will escape a vigorous challenge at the World Trade Organization?  

According to ITSSD CEO Lawrence Kogan, "The REACH regulation is premised on the extra-
territorial, non-scientific, Precautionary Principle, which a WTO Panel recently disregarded in the 
EU Biotech Products dispute. The European Communities (EC) even subsequently agreed to 
'accept' the finality of that ruling. Yet, despite this world body's considered opinion, or perhaps, in 
spite of it, the EC Communities apparently felt confident enough or compelled to brazenly move 
REACH forward"… 

 
 
The International Trade Data Network® is a non-profit, data multiplier that provides the business community with the 
timely, detailed market intelligence needed to become competitive in the global arena. 
 
The ITDN "Hub"is physically located in the RI Export Assistance Center within the John H. Chafee Center for 
International Business at Bryant University in Smithfield, RI. 
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