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Executive Summary

...Another challenge arises from goods that are harmful to biodiversity. WTO
rules require sound scientific evidence to allow restriction of trade in these goods.
A precautionary approach to regulation might face a defeat in WTO’s dispute
settlement.

The Doha Development Agenda mandates negotiations on enhanced market
access for “environmental goods and services”. While there is substantial
disagreement about the definition of this term, it is most likely that these goods
and services incorporate biodiversity conservation and the use of biological
resources.

...Certification and labelling schemes are an important means to promote
sustainably managed products, most prominently for forest, agriculture and
marine products. Their compatibility with international trade rules remains
unclear, and many countries fear that these instruments might limit their access
to foreign markets.

...An increasing number of Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAS)
includes trade measures to achieve their objectives. The outcome of a legal
dispute on the relationship between WTO and MEAs is unclear, and the WTO’s
Doha Agenda includes the clarification of some related issues.

(Pages 5 and 6).

...VIl. Summary of Recommendations
...A. Strengthen environmental policies

International environmental regimes are often perceived as relatively weak in
comparison to the trade regime and only cover parts of the environmental
agenda. It is essential that effective multilateral measures are taken to control
and influence the international marketplace so as to promote conservation of
biodiversity and sustainable use of biological resources.



...B. Improve understanding of the link between trade and biodiversity

...Lastly, there is a considerable need to contribute scientific expertise to help
defining “environmental goods and services” and to develop markets for
sustainably produced goods and services.

...C. Voice conservation concerns in trade forums

... To start integrating trade and biodiversity, the conservation community needs
to get involved in trade, presenting its analysis and recommendations in policy
formulation and implementation. It can establish itself as a resource to be called
upon during dispute settlement and submit amicus briefs where appropriate.

... The conservation community also needs to consider the trade policy aspects of
its work on the precautionary principle, convene stakeholders to resolve conflicts
and promote the use of the principle in multilateral contexts.

...Bibliography

...[22] Kogan, Lawrence (2004). The Precautionary Principle and WTO Law:
Divergent views toward the Role of Science in Assessing and Managing Risk.
Seton Hall Journal of

Diplomacy and International Relations, 5(1).

[1] Action Aid et al. (2000). Recommendations for Ways Forward on Institutional Reform
of the

World Trade Organisation. Discussion Paper.

[2] Bail, Christoph, Falkner, Robert and Marquard, Helen (Eds., 2002). The Cartagena
Protocol

on Biosafety: Reconciling Trade in Biotechnology with Environment and Development?
Royal Institute for International Affairs.

[3] Brack, Duncan (2003). WTO Implications of an International Timber Licensing
Scheme.

Royal Institute for International Affairs.

[4] Brooks, Douglas (1998). Challenges for Asia’s Trade and Environment. Economics
and

Development Resource Center, Asian Development Bank.

[5] CBD (2003). The impact of Trade Liberalisation on Agricultural Biological Diversity.
Note

by the Secretariat prepared for COP 7, UNEP/CBD/COP/7/INF/14.

[6] Charnovitz, S. (2002). The law of environmental PPMs in the WTO: debunking the
myth of

illegality. Yale Journal of Environmental Law, 27(59).

[7] Cook, Dee, Roberts, Martin and Lowther, Jason (2002). The International Wildlife
Trade and

Organised Crime. Study by the Regional Research Institute, University of
Wolverhampton

for WWF UK.



[8] Cosbey, Aaron (2004). Lessons Learned on Trade and Sustainable Development.
Trade

Knowledge Network, IISD.

[9] DFAIT (2002). Handbook for conducting environmental assessment of trade
negotiations.

Ottawa, Department for Foreign Affairs and International Trade.

[10] Dutfield, Graham (1999). Intellectual Property Rights, Trade and Biodiversity.
Earthscan.

[11] Earley, J. (2003). Green Procurement in Trade Policy. Background report for the
Commission on Environmental Cooperation.

[12] Eba’a Atyi, Richard and Simula, Markku (2002). Forest Certification: Pending
Challenges

For Tropical Timber. Background Paper for ITTO International Workshop On
Comparability

And Equivalence Of Forest Certification Schemes, Kuala Lumpur, 3 to 4 April, 2002.
[13] Friends of the Earth US (2001). A disservice to the Earth: The Environmental Impact
of the

WTO General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS). Waskow, David and Yu,
Vincente.

[14] Gupta, Anil (2004). The Role of Intellectual Property Rights in the Sharing of
Benefits

Arising from the Use of Biological Resources and Traditional Knowledge. Study jointly
commissioned by WIPO and UNEP.

[15] Heinrich Boll Foundation (2004). Globalization and the Environment: Lessons from
the

Americas. Working Group on Development and Environment in the Americas.

[16] Heinrich Boll Foundation (Ed., 2001). Trade and Environment, the WTO, and MEAs

Facets of a complex relationship. Washington, Heinrich Ball.

[17] ISD, UNEP (2000). Environment and Trade: A Handbook. Winnipeg.

[18] Indufor Oy (2003). Personal Communication.

[19] IUCN (2000). Stepping Into The New Millennium. Quadrennial Programme 2001-
2004.

[20] Jha, Veena, Vossenaar, René (1999). Breaking the deadlock: A positive Agenda on
Trade

and Environment. UNCTAD.

[21] Katz, Deborah (2001). The mismatch between the Biosafety Protocol and the
precautionary

principle. Georgetown International Environmental Law Review 13, 949-982.

[22] Kogan, Lawrence (2004). The Precautionary Principle and WTO Law: Divergent
views

toward the Role of Science in Assessing and Managing Risk. Seton Hall Journal of
Diplomacy and International Relations, 5(1).

[23] Najam, A. and Robins, N. (2001). Seizing the future: the South, sustainable
development and

international trade. International Affairs, 77(1), 49-98.

[24] Pimentel, David, Lach, Lori et al. (1999). Environmental and Economic Costs
Associated

With Non-Indigenous Species In The United States. Cornell University research article.
[25] Rao, P.K. (2001). Environmental Trade Disputes and the WTO. Pinninti Publishers.



[26] Roe, Dilys, Mulliken, Teresa et al. (2002). Making a Killing or Making a Living:
Wildlife

Trade, Trade Controls, and Rural Livelihoods. IIED Biodiversity and Livelihoods Issues
No.6

[27] Shaffer, Gregory (2001). The WTO under challenge: democracy and the Law and
Politics of

the WTO’s treatment of trade and environment matters. Harvard Environmental Law
Review, 25(1).

[28] Stilwell, Matthew and Tarasofsky, Richard (2001). Towards Coherent Environmental
and

Economic Governance Legal and Practical Approaches to MEA-WTO Linkages.
WWEFCIEL

Discussion Paper.

[29] Tilman, D. and Polasky, S. (2001). Ecosystem Goods and Services and their Linits:
The

Roles for Biological Diversity and Management Practices. University of Minnesota.

[30] UNCTAD/FIELD (2003). Liberalisation of International Trade in Environmental
Goods and

Services. Background for sub-regional Workshop on Trade and Environment Issues in
the

Doha Declaration, Bangkok 30.7. — 1.8.03.

[31] UNEP (2001). Enhancing Synergies and Mutual Supportiveness of Multilateral
Environmental Agreements and the World Trade Organisation. Synthesis Report.
Geneva.

[32] UNEP (2002). Integrated Assessment of Trade Liberalization and Trade-Related
Policies. A

Country Study on the Fisheries Sector in Argentina.

[33] Veck, Michael. The Pursuit by NGOs of Transparent Dispute Settlements in the
WTO. LL.M

Research Paper.

[34] Vikhlyaev, Alexey (2001). The Use of Trade Measures for Environmental Purposes

Globally and in the EU Context. Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei.

[35] Vivas Eugui, David (2002). Issues linked to The Convention on Biological
Biodiversity in

the WTO negotiations: implementing Doha mandates. Center for International
Environmental Law, Washington.

[36] Von Moltke, Konrad (2000). An International Investment Regime? Issues of
Sustainability.

International Institute for Sustainable Development.

[37] Von Moltke, Konrad and Mann, Howard (2001). Misappropriation of Institutions:
Some

lessons from the Environmental Dimension of the NAFTA Investor-State Dispute
Settlement

Process. International Environmental Agreements, 1(1), 103-123.

[38] WTO (2004).Trade and Environment at the WTO. Background document.

[39] WWEF (1999). Initiating an environmental assessment of trade liberalisation in the
WTO.

[40] WWEF (2004). Healthy Fisheries, Sustainable Trade: Crafting New Rules on Fishing
Subsidies in the World Trade Organization.



